Introduction
Given the status of us research universities today, it may be difficult to remember that as recently as the early twentieth century, us intellectual life was considered by many in Europe as provincial and mediocre, offering little more than "feeble replicas" of Great Britain.1 During the 1900s, however, the centers of academic and intellectual life underwent a profound shift. One of the most remarkable changes was the rise of the United States from a European cultural province to an economic, military, cultural, and academic center in its own right.2 This center had a rapidly expanding influence on the premises of intellectual and academic life all through Europe.
The shift of balance in transatlantic intellectual and academic relations first took place quietly and rather unremarkably. Before 1900 very few European academics journeyed to the usa. Instead, the us academics headed to Europe and mostly to the German universities. The 1880s and 1890s were the heyday of the international academic pilgrimages to Germany, and the new Humboldtian University of Berlin was the undisputed academic model from the United States in the West to Japan in the East.3 Nineteenth-century Germany was also the leading center of modern scientific history4 and the so-called historical economics that had emerged as a response to the "social question." This distinctively German academic approach to the alarming consequences of industrialization and modernization attracted great interest across the Atlantic and throughout Europe.5 The new German model of more pragmatic, economically and socially oriented history was effectively imported to the usa by the us visitors to German academic centers and successfully implemented in the rising American universities. The new German intellectual and academic currents found fertile soil also in those academically more peripheral parts of Europe such as the Nordic countries, traditionally dominated by German academic and cultural currents.6
This chapter examines the decentering of Germany and the gradual rise of the United States into a leading center of academic life through the pathways of two Nordic scholars, Halvdan Koht (1873 Koht ( -1962 from Norway and Heikki Waris (until 1924 (until Warén, 1901 (until -1989 from Finland. The two historians provide an illustrative case of the changing "relative geographies"7 of the centers of academic life. Both came from the more peripheral milieus of European intellectual and 4 It is a well-known fact that the position of Germany in general and Leopold von Ranke in particular as the vanguard of modern scientific history was partly based on one-sided interpretations or even total misunderstandings of Ranke's ideas; see, e.g., Georg G. 
